INTRODUCTION
often, though they little suspect it, materially assist in
bringing it about; while those, on the other hand, who
pray most fervently for its advent, would often be sadly
disillusioned if their prayers were answered.
But, alike for those who acclaim it and for those who
abhor it, it is of vital importance to gain a knowledge
of the divers phases it has assumed in the successive
stages of the world's history, down to our own day, in
countries at once so numerous and so remote from each
other that it would surely be wrong to interpret as a
passing fashion, a phenomenon which may be ascribed
with far greater plausibility to the operation of a law,
or to ineluctable necessity.